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National Register of Historic 
Places

The National Register of Historic Places is the
official list of the Nation's historic places
worthy of preservation.

Authorized by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and administered by
the National Park Service (NPS).

The National Register of Historic Places is part
of a national program to coordinate and
support public and private efforts to identify,
evaluate, and protect America's historic and
archeological resources.

A National Register historic district listing
allows neighborhoods and communities to
celebrate their history, creating community
pride by providing an identity and sense of
place.



❖ A district listing increases the value of the entire
neighborhood as a collective whole giving it prestige
as worthy of preservation.

❖ Listing leads to pride in ownership and
rehabilitation of buildings, which can be a catalyst
for the immediate district and the surrounding
neighborhood, both commercial and residential.

❖ Provides in-depth historical documentation
including historic photographs, architectural
drawings, archival maps and research.

❖ Provides basis for grant funding.

❖ Historic designation as part of a historic district
substantially reduces the overall cost of achieving
historic status for individual buildings.

Oakwood Cemetery Chapel, Listed on National Register 
Photo courtesy of Friends of Oakwood Chapel 

Benefits and Incentives of National Register Listing



National Register Listing 
Does Not

❖ It does not place any additional state or
federal design review requirements on a property
owner

❖ It does not lead to public acquisition or
require public access

❖ A property will not be listed if the majority of
property owners within a district object to listing

❖ Listing does not automatically invoke local
historic district zoning or local landmark
designation

❖ Local design review would remain in place,
with or without listing

❖ It does not interfere with an owner’s ability to
demolish a building or make physical changes



What types of places can be nominated to the 
National Register? 

❖ Districts, buildings, sites, structures and objects significant to the local community,
state or nation are eligible for listing on the National Register.

❖ A property must generally be 50 years old to qualify.

❖ Nominated properties must be historically significant meeting one of four
established criteria and retain architectural integrity.

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the board patterns
of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.



Cuyahoga Falls  
National Register Listings  ▪ Cuyahoga Falls Downtown Historic District

▪ Barker Village Site
Just north of RR station at Botzum

▪ Botzum Farm
3586 Riverview Road

▪ Brown-Bender Farm & Boundary Increase
3491 Akron-Peninsula Road

▪ Chuckery Race
South of and in Cuyahoga Falls

▪ Falls Stamping and Welding Building
1701 S. Front Street

▪ First Congregational Church of Cuyahoga Falls 
130 Broad Street  

▪ Furnace Run Aqueduct

▪ Hunt-Wilke Farm 
2049 Bolanz Road 

▪ Lock No. 26
Riverview & Everett Rds. 

▪ Oakwood Cemetery Chapel 
2420 Oakwood Drive

▪ Ohio and Erie Canal

▪ Valley Railway Historic District 

Cuyahoga Falls Downtown Historic District, listed September 2018



Proposed Berkshire Park 
Historic District 

▪ Proposed District - Boundary of
Berkshire Park Subdivision

▪ Platted as the Berkshire Park
subdivision composed of 174 sublots,
approved by City Council 1920,
recorded in 1923

▪ Approximately 166 predominantly
Craftsman style Bungalow type
houses built between 1923 and 1928

▪ The proposed boundary encompasses
historic architectural resources
spanning from ca. 1923 through the
Post World War II years

Berkshire Park Subdivision Plat, 11 June 1923.  Summit County Recorder’s Office, 
Cuyahoga Falls Engineering Dept. 



Berkshire Park , G.M. Hopkins Plat Map 1921

Roosevelt



▪ Survey & Research of
History and Architecture of
Berkshire Park

▪ Significance under Criterion
C: Architecture with homes
designed by Akron
architects Fichter and
Brooker, constructed by
Akron attorney, developer
and builder Nathan M. Berk

▪ Nathan Avenue, Berk and
Whitelaw Streets were
named for Nathan Berk and
his wife Anna (Whitelaw)
Berk.

▪ Berk enticed buyers of
affordable homes in
Berkshire Park with
newspaper advertisements,
NATHAN M. BERK Builder of
Quality Homes for Quality
People.”

Berkshire Park 

Akron Beacon Journal, 27 September 1924

Nathan M. Berk 



1931 Y.W.C.A. ,146 South High Street, Akron 
Listed on National Register, HABS 
Largest building ever designed by Akron architects Fichter & Brooker 

Akron Beacon Journal, 29 January 1912



Akron Beacon Journal 12 November 1924  - “total homes up to 102”

Akron Beacon Journal 12 September 1925 



Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1948



Berkshire Park Houses – Fichter & Brooker, Architects  



Berkshire Park Houses – Fichter & Brooker, Architects  



National Register Process & Timeline 

❖ Draft Nomination submitted to SHPO, due date 2/1/2020  
60-day review period from submission   

❖ Revised Draft  

❖ Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Public Meeting held in 
Cuyahoga Falls – April 2020  

❖ Objections to National Register listing must be filed before the OHSPAB 
meeting by letter submitted to SHPO.  District will not be listed if more 
than 50% of owners of property within the district file objections.

❖ OHSPAB Meeting, held in Columbus – June, 2020  

❖ Submitted to NPS for review – up to 3-4 months for listing  



North Portion 



Sublot 123 - 2422 3rd Street - Parcel 0207563   

Sublot 124 – 2437 4th Street - Parcel 0207418 

Sublot 125 – 2441 4th Street - Parcel 0207426

Sublot 126 – 2445 4th Street - Parcel 0205017

South Portion 



Historic Preservation Resources and Information   

National Park Service, National Register – Frequently Asked Questions.  Available at 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/faqs.htm

National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places – How to List a Property.  
Available at https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/how-to-list-a-property.htm

National Park Service, About the National Register of Historic Places.  Available at 
https://www.ohiohistory.org/OHC/media/OHC-Media/Documents/about_nr.pdf

Ohio State Historic Preservation Office National Register and Contact Information.  Available 
at https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/state-historic-preservation-office/nationalregister

Naylor Wellman, LLC.  More information available at www.naylorwellman.com

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/faqs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/how-to-list-a-property.htm
https://www.ohiohistory.org/OHC/media/OHC-Media/Documents/about_nr.pdf
https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/state-historic-preservation-office/nationalregister
http://www.naylorwellman.com/
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