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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
Tuesday, March 18, 2025 

 
On Tuesday, March 18, 2025, a meeting of the Cuyahoga Falls Planning Commission was 
held at the Natatorium, 2345 Fourth St., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, at 6:00 p.m. in accordance 
with Chapter 107 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Cuyahoga Falls. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dan Rice, Chair 
    Colleen Kelly 
    Jake Ricker 
    Alicia Harris 
    Susan Spinner 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Sandy Locascio, Secretary  
    Rob Habel, Vice Chair 
    Jeff Iula 
 
COMM. DEV. STAFF: Rob Kurtz, Planning Director 
    Lori Jones, Admin. Specialist 

 
Mr. Dan Rice called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  He then thanked everyone for coming, and explained the meeting process. 

Ms. Colleen Kelly read the agenda into record. 

Mr. Rice opened the item to the City. 

New Business 

PZ-25-00006 
 

Project:  PZ-25-00006 Report Date: 03-11-25 Meeting Date: 03-18-25 

Application Type 
 Major Site Plan  Text Amendment  Overlay Plan 
 Conditional Zoning  Preliminary Plat X Special Project 
 Map Amendment  Final Plat  Other 

 

  
Decision Type  Information Initiated or Requested 

By 
X Applicant 

 Direction  Staff 
X Action  Council 

 

  
Applicant: Planning Division 
Application Summary: The City is proposing to vacate a portion of Wyoga Lake Road between Seasons 

Road and State Road as part of the “Triangle Project” (State Road/Wyoga Lake 
Road/Seasons Road) 

File Presenter: Rob Kurtz, AICP, Planning Director 
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Mr. Rob Kurtz read the staff report into record, and explained that the purpose of vacating 
this 460 lineal feet of Wyoga Lake Road, as proposed by the City Engineering Department, 
is to resolve traffic safety issues and congestion, per a traffic study. 
Mr. Rice thanked Mr. Kurtz and then asked Mr. Demasi to speak on behalf of the 
Engineering Department. 
Mr. Tony Demasi – City Engineer- 2310 2nd St. – spoke of 2021 consultant that did a traffic 
impact study.  He stated that the report recommended various options, and those options 
were presented to the public, and those will be implemented in this plan.  He stated that 2 
new signals will be installed, and the vacated road will be split in half and each side of the 
property will be platted and added to the owners of the lots on each side.  He stated that 
he can answer any questions. 
Mr. Rice thanked him for the information and then he closed the item to the City and 
opened it to the public. 
Ms. Julia Tuttle – 5017 Hidden Hollow Ct. – stated that vacating the road is fine, but 
splitting the parcel, and the lot on Boston Heights, she questioned if whoever owns it will 
develop it.  She then stated that the plans do not indicate that there will be a light at 
Hidden Lakes, and this will still be a problem.  She asked if the road will be widened and 
resurfaced during all of this, and she stated that she was unaware of the new development 
at Boulder, which will just equal more traffic.  She stated that Hidden Lakes has issues 
turning left at rush hour, so the speed was reduced, but it is still an issue.  She stated that 
she is concerned Hidden Lakes being used as a turn around and spoke of people that come 
down her road and sit there often, and how she does not like this.  She stated that so 
much development going on, she is not sure these changes are enough to support all of 
the traffic. 
Mr. Rice explained that the City cannot regulate people using public streets to turn around. 
Mr. Tuttle stated that people sit in her cul-de-sac and their lights hit her house. 
Mr. Demasi stated the owners of each of the properties that will obtain equal parts of the 
Wyoga Lake Road vacation.   
Mr. Rice stated that private owners are permitted to develop their property as they see fit, 
according to City Code.   
Mr. Demasi stated that he has no idea of what the intentions are for the property, but he 
does know that it contains a lot of wetlands, and Mr. Kurtz stated that they would have to 
go through Summit County to oversee anything that happens there.  Mr. Rice clarified that 
the 2 lots are in 2 different jurisdictions. 
Mr. Demasi stated that the traffic studies were previously on the City website, and they can 
be sent out, if anyone would like to have a copy, but what the City is doing is what was 
recommended, and that is widening, which starts at Pine Ave, and then it will all be 
resurfaced as well.  He also stated that the new subdivision is going in with 11 homes, 
which is only 10% of the current subdivision, and that is minimal.  He also stated that on 
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public roads, there is no way to control people turning around, but if there are issues, she 
can call the police.  He spoke of the development of the new venue up the street, in 
Boston Township, and stated that it will be a wedding venue, but the City has no control of 
this either, but feels that use of the location will not be during rush hour times that are 
currently an issue. 
Mr. Rice stated that the point of this project is to improve the safety of the area, and Mr. 
Demasi agreed.  Mr. Rice then questioned if there is a possibility to install a dead-end sign 
on Pine Ave, and Mr. Demasi stated that there may already be one there, but it is still legal 
to drive down public roads. 
Mr. Bjorn Anderson – 5001 Little Brook Dr. – spoke of how this has been an issue prior to 
Covid, as far back as 2018, and how the traffic has burdened the neighborhood, and he 
questioned if something was actually going to be happening to help this. 
Mr. Demasi stated yes, it has already started, and this vacation of the road is a formality in 
order to continue. 
Mr. Anderson questioned if the new Boulder development will have new access to it, and 
Mr. Kurtz explained that it will not, and current roads will be used. 
Mr. Anderson stated that even with the wider lanes the morning traffic is an issue, and that 
it backs up all the way to Suncrest Gardens, and he feels lights will cause more backups.  
He stated that he is not sure any of this will solve the problems.  He stated that he does 
not care about the triangle property that is owned in the middle, and feels it looks 
abandoned, but he hopes that what is being done will work.  He also stated that based on 
what is being cleared out for the new venue, this will be a big and busy place, and it will 
likely create more complaints.  
Mr. Demasi stated that the consultants who performed the study knew that the traffic 
backed up to Suncrest, and these changes were what were suggested to mitigate these 
issues. 
Ms. Brenda Hornjak – 5054 Little Brook – stated that she does not know if just closing off 
this road will impact the traffic enough because now there will only be one place for people 
to turn, which will cause more backup, and she asked that everyone keep this in mind. 
Ms. Tuttle also wanted to remind everyone that the traffic from Blossom, Rte. 8 and school 
sporting events cause excessive amounts of traffic also.  She spoke of Seasons Rd. backing 
up, and asked if this was taken into consideration, and she expressed her concern about 
the new homes being added to Boulder Estates. 
Mr. Kurtz showed on the map where the new homes will be added near Boulder Estates, 
and Ms. Tuttle questioned where the turn lanes will be.  Mr. Kurtz showed her these and 
then showed where the road will be widened as well.  She then questioned where the 
entrances and exits for the new venue will be, and Mr. Kurtz stated that the City has no 
information on this. 
With no further comments or questions from the public, Mr. Rice closed the item to the 
public and opened it the Planning Commission. 
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Mr. Jake Ricker had no comments. 
Ms. Susan Spinner stated that he questions had all been answered, and she stated that she 
was relieved to see the safety issues being addressed from the professional safety study at 
this location. 
Ms. Kelly had no questions, but stated that she feels the City is putting their best foot 
forward to address the concerns of the residents for this area. 
Ms. Alicia Harris questioned the timeline for the road shutdowns and vacation, etc.… 
Mr. Demasi stated that the project has already begun, the vacation road will stay open 
until July or August then they will remove the asphalt, and then the whole thing should be 
completed by the end of 2025. 
Mr. Rice stated that the area only has stop signs now, which cause backups, so adding 
these new lights will make it move and flow at a regular rate, which will help.  He stated 
that he supports these changes, and feels it will be safer, and he appreciates everyone 
being here. 
With no further comments or questions from the Commission members, Mr. Rice requested 
that a motion be made.   
Mr. Ricker made the following MOTION: 

The Planning Commission is recommending APPROVAL of vacation plat as detailed in 
Project File PZ-25-00006. 

The MOTION was seconded by Ms. Harris.   

With no further discussion, Mr. Rice requested a Vote: 
The Vote to APPROVE the item:  Yes- 4, No- 0. The MOTION is APPROVED with a 
vote of 4 to 0. 
 
 
 
Minutes 
February 19, 2025 

With no comments or corrections, a MOTION was made by Ms. Kelly, and seconded by 
Mr. Ricker to APPROVE the minutes from February 19, 2025.  The Vote: All Yea (4-
0).  Motion carried.  
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Other Business 
None 

 

Adjournment 
With no further discussion, a MOTION was made by Ms. Kelly to adjourn the meeting, and 
it was seconded by Ms. Harris.  With a Vote of 4-0 the meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes submitted by:  Lori Jones 
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