Cuyahoga Falls City Council
Minutes of the Community Development Committee

November 4, 2024

,Members: Joe Siegferth, Chair
Brian Ashton, Vice-Chair
Mary Nichols-Rhodes, Susan Spinner, Meika Penta

Mr. Siegferth called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. All members were present.

The minutes of the September 16, 2024 Public Hearing and Community Development Committee
meeting were approved as written.

Legislation Discussed:
Temp. Ord. A-106

Discussion:

Temp. Ord. A-106

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into a license agreement with the Brook Heights
Community Association, LLC, for the purpose of constructing and maintaining monument signs
in a portion of the city right-of-way and declaring an emergency.

Ms. Janet Ciotola, Law Director, presented Temporary Ordinance A-106 to Council. The Mayor
will be authorized to enter into a License Agreement with the Brook Heights Community
Association, LLC for the purpose of constructing and maintaining monument signs in a portion of
City right-of-way located at the entrances to the Hidden Valley, Brook Heights | and Brook
Heights Il developments. The License Agreement shall be in substantially the same form as is
now on file with the Clerk of Council and shall contain such terms and conditions as are necessary
in the opinion of the Director of Law to protect the public interest.

Ms. Ciotola stated that the Brook Heights Community Association LLC is requesting permission
to construct and maintain three monument signs in the portion of City rights-of-way located at the
entrance of Hidden Valley and the Brook Heights 1 and 2 developments. The LLC will be
responsible to construct and maintain these signs. The signs were constructed by the developer in
the 1960's before various laws and plat map requirements were in existence. For various reasons,
the signs no longer exist at these locations and hence the request to rebuild and maintain new signs.

Mr. John Webb, Senior, Applicant, 657 Ardella Road, spoke in favor of replacing the signage.
Mr. Robert Tromp, 760 Brookpark Drive, spoke against replacing the signage.

Mrs. MacKenzie Tromp, 760 Brookpark Drive, spoke against replacing the signage.

Ms. Anne M. Pollack, 760 Woodpark Road, spoke against replacing the signage.

Mr. Anthony Radovic, 7715 Northampton Road, spoke against replacing the signage.

Mr. Andrew Raines, 2650 Northampton Road, spoke in favor of replacing the signage.

Ms. Jennifer Williams, 708 Ardella Road, spoke against replacing the signage.
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Ms. Elizabeth Moles, 679 Eleanora Drive, spoke against the replacing the signage.
Ms. Brittney Bryant, 2385 Hoffman Drive, spoke in favor of replacing the signage.
Mr. Gordon Tomlinson, 260 Northampton Road, spoke against replacing the signage.
Mr. Tim Jones, 756 Eleanora Drive, spoke against replacing the signage.

Mr. Mark Wilkerson, 2467 6th Street, Cuyahoga Falls, stated that a nonprofit LLC can go bankrupt,
and asked if there is a trust fund that is going to be set up that is well funded enough to pay for this
for 30 years. Mr. Siegferth answered that that will be a question for the applicant. Mr. Wilkerson
stated that it will be a question for the City because it will fall back on the City.

Mr. Siegferth asked if there has been an agreement reached for anything other than the HOA in the
City’s files. Ms. Ciotola replied that she has looked in the files and is not aware of any. This will
be the first of this nature.

Mr. Siegferth asked if there been a sign permit requested or a sign permit on file. Ms. Diana
Colavecchio, Community Development Director, stated there has been no request for a sign permit.
She stated that while listening to the various comments this evening, it occurred to her that this is
an application that is going to need to be further vetted. This entity might need to go a little bit
further in being established as an authentic entity that has the proper authority. She suggested the
rest of the committee should weigh in, but what she would like to do is meet with maybe five to
seven representatives of both sides of this issue at City Hall with Ms. Ciotola and Mr. Rob Kurtz,
Planning Director, and have a more thorough discussion about what is happening. One thing she
wants everyone to keep in mind is they have a situation where someone clearly doesn't want the
sign in their yard. Rather than placing this sign without a little bit more investigation, she would
like to bring them into City Hall and see if they cannot get a better resolution for Council.

Ms. Spinner stated that she agreed and would like to hear the result of the conversation that takes
place at City Hall with the Planning Department.

Mr. Ashton stated that he also agreed. With an LLC, he would question the due process of those
individuals not included in the LLC, and he does not know if additional investigation needs to be
done on that, as well.

Mrs. Penta stated that she would like more information. She has a lot of questions and would like
to have the information available before she votes.

Mr. Balthis stated that he appreciates everybody coming and just how fondly everybody talked
about the neighborhood. That is important and he hopes this issue does not get in the way of that.
He encourages and supports Director Colavecchio's idea of trying to bring people together. He
does have a fundamental problem with an entity requiring or requesting a license agreement on
property that the City owns. They legally put the maintenance responsibility onto the property
owner that will abut that. So, although the City owns the property, if they grant the right to allow
the sign to go on the property and the people, whether or not they live in the adjacent property, do
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not cut the grass and do not maintain it, the City will issue a citation. His sense of fairness doesn't
agree with that. He would encourage everyone working together. He heard people speak about the
history and the respect for the signs. He asked if they could be located in the right-of-way in
people’s yards that want to have the signs.

Mr. Siegferth stated that having entertained all the feedback from different parties, he is going to
keep this legislation in committee so they can have discussions moving forward to try to entertain
possible solutions.

The meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m.



