
Cuyahoga Falls City Council 

Minutes of the Committee-of-the Whole 

January 23, 2017 
 

Members:  Mrs. Pyke, Chair  

  Mr. Pallotta  

  Mr. Rubino  

  Ms. Nichols-Rhodes  

  Mr. Brillhart  

  Mr. Miller  

  Mr. James  

  Mr. Iona  

  Mr. Colavecchio  

  Mrs. Klinger  

  Mr. Iula  

  

Mrs. Pyke called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.  All members were present.  

Discussion:  

Mayor Walters stated that the Board of Zoning Appeals is a reappointment.  This is a five-year 

term that expires 12/31/2021.  Mr. Tom Sullivan, 447 Tallmadge Road, has served on the Board 

of Zoning Appeals previously and does a great job.  Mrs. Pyke asked Mr. Sullivan how many years 

he has served on this Board.  Mr. Sullivan stated that he has served on the Board of Zoning Appeals 

for 15 years.  Mrs. Pyke stated that Mr. Sullivan runs a very tight ship.  No one speaks out of order.  

He swears everyone in, and he takes it very seriously.  They appreciate the work that he has put 

into this Board.  Mr. Iona stated that he has been involved with Mr. Sullivan and he is an excellent 

choice.  He listens to both sides before making a decision and is fair and impartial.  Mayor Walters 

stated that the Board of Zoning Appeals is a bit unique in that it is one of the very few Boards that 

does not go to City Council after a ruling.  Mayor Walters thanked Mr. Sullivan for his service.  

Mr. Sullivan thanked the Mayor and Council.  Mayor Walters stated that the next two appointees 

are new.  Both are real estate professionals and are very involved in the city already.  More 

importantly, they see home values as they should be seen, not only the individual home, but the 

impact that it can have on a neighborhood, good or bad.  That's why the decisions that they will 

make are very important.  The first of the Mayor’s two new appointees to the Board of Zoning 

Appeals are Jaime Prenatt, 3367 Orchestra Street, in Ward 8.  She would like to offer her services 

to Board of Zoning Appeals and is present tonight to answer any questions Council may have.  Mr. 

Pallotta stated that he has known Ms. Prenatt since she was three years old.  She is very dedicated 

and knowledgeable and runs a great real estate agency.  She is very diligent about seeing everything 

through and comes highly recommended.  The next appointee to the Board of Zoning Appeals is 

Ms. Cindy Kane, 1754 Calvert Drive.  She has served on this Board in the past and is willing to 

step up again and offer her services, and they are very glad to have her.  Ms. Prenatt and Ms. Kane 

thanked the Mayor and Council. 

Mayor Walters stated that his next appointment would be for the Cuyahoga Falls Library Board.  

This is a reappointment.  The term expires 12/31/19.  His appointee is Tammy Richardson, 518 

Grove Avenue, who is a local attorney who has offered her service on the Library Board.  The 
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Library Board is very important institution.  They are very involved and they do a great job.  Ms. 

Richardson is not present tonight, but he asks Council for her reappointment, as well.   

Mayor Walters stated that his appointments to the Historic and Design Review Board are Diana 

Colavecchio, 3414 Haggarty Way, who is not present tonight, but is very familiar to everyone in 

the room.  Janna Amole, 2250 Sixth Street, is willing to serve again.  She was on the bus trip last 

week.  Her term also expires 12/31/19.  She is here to answer any questions Council may have.   

Mrs. Pyke asked Ms. Amole to briefly describe the private tour they were given of Oak Park on 

the bus tour.  Ms. Amole stated that it was a fabulous place and a very interesting tour.  On the 

private tour, they were shown several of the Frank Lloyd Wright residences.  They were very near 

his studio and private residence in Oak Park and, also, the Temple, which is an extremely famous 

building of his.  She is an architect, so Frank Lloyd Wright's famous works are near and dear to 

her heart.  Mayor Walters stated that Mr. Mark Gilles is also up for another reappointment which 

expires 12/31/19.  He is present if Council has any questions for him.  Mrs. Pyke stated that, as a 

member of the Design and Historic Review Board, she can attest that both appointees give it their 

all and are committed to the historic preservation of the city.   

Mayor Walters stated that Jan Lukes, 2280 Chestnut Boulevard, is up for reappointment to the Tree 

Board.  Ms. Lukes’ son did a lot of the design work of the arboretum, so she is very, very involved 

in the community and certainly in the trees and beautification aspect.  She is not here tonight, but 

she's up for reappointment to the Tree Board which expires 12/31/19.   Next, is the Moral Claims 

Committee.  Natalie Scott is willing to serve.  This is unique committee, because it deals with 

moral claims and not legal claims.  It is very important body to be able to look at things and see 

the big picture and be fair and impartial, not only for the claimant, but the City, as well.  Ms. Scott 

is very active and involved and will do a great job on that.  She is present if Council has any 

questions.  Mr. Pallotta stated that he did not receive a resume for Ms. Scott.  Mayor Walters stated 

that it was sent out electronically to Council and was not in the packet. 

Mayor Walters stated that they have had a vacancy in the Service Director position.  Tonight, he 

would like to introduce his appointee and his family.  Anthony Zumbo is here and his wife, Lyndi, 

and daughter Alyssa.  Mayor Walters stated that before he opens it up to Council, he would like to 

briefly cover the duties of the Service Director.  To manage 10 service departments is a large 

umbrella.  Some of the Service Director’s duties are to strive to provide an exceptional level of 

customer service, to manage employees well to ensure a safe and efficient workplace and to be 

responsive to the residents of the city, as well as City Council.  When he was on City Council, he 

felt he had a very good relationship with the Service Director at the time.  He always wanted to 

nurture that; not hinder it.  The Service Director was very fair to all Council members, and they 

will certainly continue that tradition with Mr. Zumbo.   Teresa Hazlett has done a spectacular job 

in the interim and he thanks her for her efforts.  She has said she is happy in her position.  If 

Council has questions for her, feel free to ask those, as well. 

Mayor Walters stated he would next move on to the process of selecting a Service Director.  The 

Service Director is a very important position.  You need the right individual, which he believes 

they have.  As everyone at the rail knows, local government is unique.  It is not like the private 

sector.  It is not like State government or Federal government.  He put out the word to other 

communities to see who was out there and who was available.  He also has the benefit of being a 

member of the Stark, Summit, Portage Mayor's Association.  That is a great networking forum, 
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because they meet with all the mayors regularly.  There were nine formal applicants that were 

reviewed.  There were five interviews that were done.  His final selection, Mr. Zumbo, was 

interviewed three times and interviewed by the senior staff.  His resume is attached and Council 

should have that.  Mayor Walters stated that he would like to elaborate on that a little bit.  First, 

Mr. Zumbo was born in Cuyahoga Falls.  He graduated from The University of Akron with the 

Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering; then returned to receive his Professional 

Surveyor's License.  The reason that is important is he possesses all the licenses required to be a 

County Engineer.  Not just anyone can do that; in fact, there's a very limited pool of people that 

are eligible to be a County Engineer in Ohio’s 88 counties.  His deep understanding of 

infrastructure needs is important; the road conditions and things that everyone sees, but also the 

water lines and sewer lines underground, which are not quite so romantic, but very important 

nonetheless.   

Mayor Walters stated that he wanted to briefly run down the qualification section of Mr. Zumbo’s 

resume.  Mr. Zumbo has over 23 years of combined experience in multiple aspects of public 

administration. This experience includes management involving program administration, 

establishment of policy and procedures, development of capital improvement plans, project 

selection, project funding, project coordination, supervision of both administrative and 

maintenance personnel, budget development and oversight, direct oversight of other independent 

public agencies in program administration, including guidance through State and Federal policies 

and procedures for project development, advertisement, sale, award and construction.  Additional 

responsibilities include acting as a liaison with funding agencies, local governmental agencies, 

public officials, media personnel, professional associations, and the public.   In his present duties 

as Assistant Portage County Engineer, he is responsible for developing and administrating the 

county's capital improvement program.  Another important duty is he was responsible as a 

management team member during union negotiations and legal proceedings and disputes.  There 

are six unions in the city and those issues are dealt with day in and day out.  The City has very few 

problems and grievances, but having that background knowledge is going to be a huge asset in the 

Service Department, not only interpreting the contract, but when the time comes for a new one. 

From 2011 to the current time, Mr. Zumbo, has been the Assistant Portage County Engineer, 

Planning and Design Engineer.  Prior to that, he was with ODOT District 4 as the Local Public 

Agency Manager, 2001 to 2011.  Prior to that, he worked at the Summit County Engineer's office 

as Department Manager, 1993 to 2001.  Anthony and his currently reside in Rootstown, Portage 

County, but will begin the process to move to Cuyahoga Falls if confirmed.  Mayor Walter stated 

that he is asking for Mr. Zumbo’s confirmation now because he will sporadically be in and out of 

City Hall prior to February 15th, which will be his actual start date on payroll.  He has some 

projects underway in Portage County that he needs to see to fruition.  He would respectfully ask 

for his appointment from City Council.   

Mrs. Pyke asked Mr. Zumbo how he had been involved in negotiations with unions.  Mr. Zumbo 

stated that since he has been in Portage County, they have negotiated two contracts.  He was 

involved in all the preliminary meetings and working with some outside counsel, union folks and 

all representation from the county work force.  Mrs. Pyke stated that to do the job and to do it well, 

the Service Director must have some background in civil engineering, water, sewer and sanitation, 

which is all pretty much what Mr. Zumbo is bringing to the table.  She asked Mr. Zumbo if he was 

comfortable with the Billing Department under him.  Mr. Zumbo stated that although his 
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background is infrastructure, he has had to manage different aspects of the Portage Engineer's 

office, including billing and invoicing.  Additionally, when he worked at ODOT, he was the LPA 

Manager, so he had to work with every political subdivision that would get money within District 

4, which is a six-county area: Ashtabula County, Carroll County, Mahoning County, Portage 

County, Summit County and Stark County.  While he was there, he worked with a vast array of 

people of different levels of expertise and profession.  So, even though billing is not a, quote, 

professional sort of service, it is very critical to the residents.  He doesn’t see where that's going 

to be a problem.  Mrs. Pyke stated that she lives in Ward 2, one of the older parts of the city.  She 

would like to take Mr. Zumbo on a tour of her ward as soon as he is available. Mr. Zumbo stated 

that he would just like to say he is extremely excited.  This is a wonderful opportunity for him.  He 

can’t wait to get started and looks forward to working with all of them.  Mayor Walter’s 

number-one priority is customer service; he wants to have excellent customer service for all 

residents and he wants to do that safely and efficiently.  Mr. Zumbo stated that that is key to this 

position.  It wouldn't surprise him at all if Council were calling him on a regular basis petitioning 

him on behalf of their constituents.  That is going to be an integral part of being able to perform 

his job and he looks forward to that.  Mrs. Pyke stated that she appreciates that.  She would also 

like to thank Ms. Hazlett for all the work that she's done and for being so responsive in taking all 

their calls.  Mr. Zumbo stated that he has heard a lot of good things about Ms. Hazlett and he looks 

forward to working with her. 

Mr. Iona stated that he had the pleasure of speaking to Mr. Zumbo today. He appreciates that he 

took the time to call different members of Council.  Sometimes on the phone, a candidate sound 

great, says all the right things and has a strong interview.  Tonight, Mr. Zumbo got here early and 

went to the Republican and Democratic caucus rooms to talk to members of Council.  His 

presentation and the way he handles things in person is as good as it was on the phone.  He thinks 

he is an excellent selection.  Mrs. Klinger stated that she also had a chance to speak with Mr. 

Zumbo.  She wanted to make sure that he had the management diversity of having several 

management people reporting in to him with the various enterprise funds that report in to this 

function.  When they spoke about that, Mr. Zumbo elaborated what wasn't in his resume; that he 

had 10 management people report in to him.  He also expressed how there are other elements of 

his resume that reinforce his ability to fill this position.  Mrs. Klinger stated that she completely 

endorses the candidate and looks forward to working with him.  Mr. Pallotta stated that one of his 

concerns was promotion from within.  Mayor Walters stated that they always start out looking 

from within.  In the private or public sector, there are a lot of reasons why top positions are not 

filled from within.  When looking for candidates outside, they can get someone from a bigger pool 

with more qualifications and credentials, which is the case here.  Also, in bringing someone in 

from the outside, they can find people with more diverse, varied experience in their different work 

functions.  When they bring someone in from outside, they come in as a leader and it's easier to 

assume that leadership role.  They were not a subordinate in the administration or in that 

organization.  There is a fresh set of eyes to judge everyone, on day one, with no preconceived 

notion.  In this instance, the people they have were very competent where they were. Mr. Zumbo 

will be a huge asset to that position. Mr. Pallotta asked Mr. Zumbo if he worked under Mr. Czetli 

when he worked at ODOT.  Mr. Zumbo stated that he did. Mr. Iula welcomed Mr. Zumbo and 

stated that he thinks he will do a great job.  Mr. Colavecchio stated that he read Mr. Zumbo’s 

resume and he is clearly overqualified.  It's an exciting time in Cuyahoga Falls.  It's a great place.  
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There is so much that's going to happen here with the reopening of Front Street and everything 

else.  His concern is that he will leave for another position.  Mr. Zumbo stated that his wife said 

once they move, he is not allowed to leave.  Happy wife, happy life. 

Mr. Colavecchio moved to approve the Mayor’s appointments, second by Mr. Iula.  Motion 

passed, voice vote (11-0).  

 

Mr. Pallotta moved to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Anthony Zumbo as Service Director, 

second by Mr. Colavecchio.  Motion passed, voice vote (11-0)   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.  


















