MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING

April 9, 2018

Temp. Ord. A-17

An ordinance approving regulatory text amendments in Section 1146.06 G.
Revitalization Signage Areas and in Section 1146 H. Downtown Signs of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Cuyahoga Falls (General Development Code), and declaring
an emergency.

On the 9th day of April 2018, at 2345 Fourth Street, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio at 6:34
p.m. EST, public hearings were called to order and conducted regarding Temp. Ord. A-17,
dealing with amending specific sections of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Notice of the hearings were published twice in the Falls News Press,
a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cuyahoga Falls, at least fourteen days
prior to the date of these hearings, to-wit: March 4, 2018 and March 11, 2018. A true and
accurate copy of the published Notices are attached to these Minutes.

Mr. Colavecchio stated that this Public Hearing concerns the new downtown area
on Front Street. The presentation and the actual implementation, once this comes to
Committee, is Temporary Ordinance A-17. Once the sign changes are passed, then they
will be able to put on the table what will be presented regarding the actual signs that are
being proposed in A-18.

Mr. Fred Guerra, Planning Director, stated that Temporary Ordinance A-17 and
A-18 are companion ordinances. Temporary Ordinance A-17 is a text amendment to the
Development Code that would allow the creation of the plan in Temporary Ordinance A-18.
When the code was created, the City wanted to have special signage available in important
areas of the city. In 2010 or 2011, a sign revitalization area was created for Portage
Crossing that allowed for more innovative signs. They wanted to also do something
dynamic for the downtown. That couldn't be done with the present code and certainly
couldn't be done in a strictly historic district. The text amendment allows MU-6,
Downtown District, to also be a Revitalization Signage Area (RSA). In the original code,
it went up to MU-5, which is South Front Street. They made a change to allow MU-6 to
be part of the Revitalization Signage Area. Additional sign innovations are being allowed
in the RSA. There are size changes that were made. There's the square footage, or area,
versus lineal feet, and then it also allows for more innovative signs. Those are the only
changes that were made to this three-page section of the RSA. Finally, they eliminated the
downtown section, because it wasn’t needed anymore. Section 6 of the text amendment is
the RSA plan. The Design Review Board reviewed it, and they recommended the plan.
The Planning Commission reviewed the plan, and they recommended it and also
recommended the text amendment. This is the fourth public meeting on this.

Ms. Nichols-Rhodes stated that there are going to be three Revitalization Signage
Areas, and there are two spoken for. She asked if they have a third in mind. Mr. Guerra
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stated that his thought is it would be Howe Avenue. There are really four important
commerce areas in the city, and, ideally, that would be the next one done.

Mr. Richard Levitz, President of R.K. Levitz, LLC, gave a PowerPoint presentation
to Council and the Administration.

Ms. Catherine Basile, 2220 Maitland Avenue, asked if there is going to be a time
limit for temporary signage on the U-Haul building. Mr. Levitz stated that it is already in
the code, and it is also addressed in these criteria. Mr. Guerra stated that U-Haul was
waiting for the code to be done before they put their permanent sign up.

No further comments, either for or against the legislation, were offered by anyone
in attendance.

Certification

The undersigned, Dana M. Capriulo, Clerk of Cuyahoga Falls City Council, hereby
certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the public
hearing held by the Council of the City of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, at 6:34 p.m. on
Monday, April 9, 2018, in the City Council meeting room located in the Cuyahoga
Falls Natatorium.

Dated: April 10, 2018

Dana M. Capriulo, Clerk
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio City Council
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